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Preface

The Center for Women's Global Leadership is pleased to publish this
booklet as the third in its series of working papers on Women and

Human Rights. This series is intended to promote international discussion of
critical conceptual and strategic questions regarding women's human rights
and the development of a human rights agenda that incorporates women's
perspectives and experiences.

This booklet, written by the Global Center's Associate Director,
Mallika Dutt, introduces our U.S. women's human rights program initiated
in 1994. Since its inception, the Center has included women from the U.S.
in all its activities, and has considered global education on women's human
rights within this country as one of its mandates. Nevertheless, we have not
seen a significant movement toward the use of the human rights framework
emerge among women here. We believe that a women's human rights
movement in the U.S. is needed both to strengthen women's organizing
around domestic issues by putting them in a global context and to address
more forcefully how U.S. policies affect women's human rights elsewhere.
We have therefore decided to develop a specific program in this country to
help catalyze a domestic movement around women's human rights.

Mallika Dutt came to the Center as Associate Director in early 1994
with a particular interest in developing such a U.S. women's human rights
movement. Her concept paper on the theoretical and strategic issues that
such an effort involves served as the background document for the U.S.
Strategic Planning Meeting held by the Global Center in April of 1994.
Based on that meeting, she has further developed that paper into this
booklet which examines the questions about and obstacles to using a
human rights framework in the U.S. and suggests many concrete directions
that such organizing can take. We hope that it will serve as a useful tool for
those seeking to work toward a women's human rights movement in this
country.

I particularly want to thank Mallika Dutt for writing this booklet and
for pushing the Center to engage more in human rights work in the U.S. The
preparation of this publication has been ably assisted by Sam Frost, Deevy
Holcomb, Virginia Ahearn, Cadence Giersbach, and Cynthia Madansky.
Finally, we want to thank Margaret Schink of the Shaler Adams Foundation
for her continual support and belief in the importance of this work and
Sister Fund, Rockefeller Family Fund and Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation
which also support our U.S. women's human rights project.

Charlotte Bunch
Director



Foreword

This pamphlet provides a framework for discussing how human rights
can be a useful political tool to advance the concerns and agendas

of women in the United States. Human rights principles offer the
potential for a global normative vision with an analysis that connects
gender to race, class, religion, sexuality, culture etc. My aim is not to
recommend a totalizing ideology that subsumes difference, but rather to
suggest a framework of principles that will enable women to challenge
the location of power. My hope is that we will develop a human rights
language that is able to incorporate difference in a positive and
empowering way while we forge an alternative global vision.

This paper was originally written in preparation for a three-day
Strategic Planning Meeting convened by the Center for Women's Global
Leadership in April 1994. This meeting brought together twenty women
from around the country to explore the use of human rights in
organizing for social change in the United States.1 The meeting began a
dialogue among women who organize around diverse issues such as
reproductive health, lesbian and gay rights, economic justice, the
impact of the religious right, violence against women, and labor rights.

Some of the questions explored by Institute participants were: Is
human rights a transformative vision or does it merely provide an
additional tool for organizing? Would the framework of human rights
help to build an alternative economic agenda? Is the goal to build a
human rights movement or to have women organize in a different way?

Is it possible to build a common agenda among women that goes
beyond the issue of violence against women, and could the concept of
human rights help to create this common agenda? The meeting
generated some provocative discussions that highlighted many of the

1 The report from the Strategic Planning Meeting is available from the Global Center
Participants included: Valorie Caffee, N) YWCA; Rhonda Copelon, International
Women's Human Rights Law Clinic-CUNY Law School; Liliana Cortes, MADRE; Dianne
Forte, National Black Women's Health Project; Wenny Kusuma, La Casa de Las Madres,
Cece Madupe Fadope, U.S. Women of Color Delegation to the International Conference
on Population and Development; Elmira Nazombe, Church World Service; Suzanne
Pharr, The Women's Project; Susan Roche, University of Vermont; Cecilia Rodriguez, The
Funding Exchange; Rinku Sen, Center for Third World Organizing; Marsha Sfeir,
Education Wife Assault; Vivian Stromberg, MADRE; Dorothy Q. Thomas, Human Rights
Watch-Women's Rights Project; Urvashi Vaid; Ingrid Washinawatok, Indigenous
Women's Network; Leah Wise, Southerners for Economic Justice and several staff
members from the Center for Women's Global Leadership.



challenges to using a human rights framework in local organizing.
While this paper cannot provide definitive answers to these questions, it
is my hope that it wil l be a catalyst for discussions among women
around the country that might prove useful in building a multi-issue
movement for social change.

I wish to thank all the participants for their invaluable contribution
to my understanding of both the value and the limitations of using
human rights as an organizing framework in this country. My thanks
also to Leni Marin who has been the source of so much support in this
work. I also want to thank Charlotte Bunch, Susana Fried, Sam Frost,
and Niamh Reilly for their help with this paper. I look forward to a
collaboration with increasing numbers of women as we move toward
the creation of a society based on respect for the fundamental human
rights of all.

Mallika Dutt
Associate Director
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