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Human Rights Council, 12th Session, 30 September, 2009   
Statement: General Debate, Item 8, related to Annual Session on Integration of Gender 

Delivered by Cynthia Rothschild, Center for Women’s Global Leadership

with Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, Association for Women’s Rights in Development, International Women‘s Rights Action Watch- Asia Pacific, Women‘s International League for Peace and Freedom,  non governmental organizations in consultative status with ECOSOC.

Thank you, Mr. President, Monday’s panelists, and the OHCHR‘s, Women’s Rights and Gender Unit, particularly for their comprehensive 6/30 report and for continued contributions in these areas.

Two weeks ago at the General Assembly, governments agreed to support the process of creating a stronger better resourced UN gender equality entity whose leadership will function at the highest levels in the UN system.  On the eve of the 15th anniversary of the Beijing World Conference on Women, this is a milestone in UN reform that came through meaningful collaboration between governments, UN staff and a vibrant civil society campaign.  This kind of collaboration can also strengthen gender integration in all Council processes, including the UPR and work of special procedures.

I will make four points related to Monday’s panel. 

1) The Council and UPR process must continue to deepen work on gender and rights of women, even as new gender equality systems are put into place within the UN. In accordance with the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, gender integration remains the responsibility of all offices and bodies within the UN system, not just CEDAW or UNIFEM.  Deeper gender sensitive UPR reporting should include, for instance: ensuring a focus on implementation of special procedures’ gender-related recommendations, and ensuring that disaggregated data are collected across gender and other social factors.

2) States and the Council must look not only at violence against women, but at other rights issues as they pertain to gender, including economic, social and cultural rights. Water, food, housing, and health, for instance, are all linked to gender and the human rights of women. So are the financial crisis, development and economic policy. 

3) Reporting should emphasize that women human rights defenders and defenders of rights connected to sexual and reproductive health are among those who face specific challenges, since their advocacy is often positioned by those who would deny equality of women as contrary to religious and cultural norms and to “tradition.”

4) Programming and reporting must not shy away from addressing needs of people in marginalized groups, whether they are immigrants, sex workers, lesbians or HIV+ women.  In their reporting, states should not be selective in their focus on rights, or exclusionary in their attention to rights bearers.    

Addressing the human rights of women and integrating a gender perspective in the UN matters - deeply - in day to day experiences of women. When done properly, it, quite simply, saves lives. 

Thank you.

� The network Women Living Under Muslim Laws also wishes to associate itself with this statement.
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