[image: image1.jpg]—
Center for Womenls’Leadership
_~





Human Rights Council, 11th Session
4 June 2009

Statement for Session on Human Rights of Women

Delivered by Cynthia Rothschild, Center for Women’s Global Leadership,

with the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network and the following NGOs

in consultative status with ECOSOC:

Action Canada for Population and Development Asia Pacific Forum on Women Law and Development, Center for Reproductive Rights, Forum Asia, International Women’s Rights Action Watch-Asia Pacific 

It is a pleasure to participate in this session, and clearly the information shared today validates the prescient work of civil society, the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights including all staff of the Women’s Human Rights and Gender Unit, member states, the office of the President of the Council , and other UN allies in creating this annual session on human rights of women.

I want to note four under-addressed areas of focus in human rights and women’s human rights analysis. Effective efforts to integrate women’s human rights and a gender perspective in the UN systems’ work, and into the work of the Council, must take these issues and perspectives into account.  Without ongoing integration of these issues and perspectives, efforts to address human rights of women quite simply will be impaired.

1) First, we appreciate a developing emphasis on the agency and decision-making of women, and the need to move beyond victim models toward incorporating analyses of empowerment. Women are not inherently vulnerable -  they are made to be vulnerable through systems of gender inequality that deprive women of rights.  

2) In terms of sexual rights, special procedures’ reports have noted that women around the world are targeted for violence because of their real or perceived sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. Whether at the hands of family or community members, police or other state or non-state agents, women are punished for transgressing gender norms and for claiming rights to make decisions about their own sexuality and reproduction. Lesbians and sex workers, in particular, have been targets of violence in most, if not all, societies.

3) Women’s rights advocates and defenders of rights related to sexuality are routinely punished by a variety of methods, including torture and sexual violence.  Defenders are punished both because of their political agendas and also simply because of their gender. 

4) Women’s experience of violations, their capacity to engage in autonomous decisionmaking and to seek redress is affected by social factors such as race, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, culture, and the social prejudices associated with each. Yet, women never carry only one identity and it is only through using an intersectional analysis that we will truly understand the depth of women’s experience of violations and inequality.

I pose the following questions to all panelists: 
· What recommendations do you have for member states and the Council itself to better address these topics and the experiences of marginalized women? 

· How can states and the UN system create or strengthen an intersectional approach to addressing human rights of women?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
� The following NGOs without ECOSOC status also wish to be associated with this statement: Sexual Rights Initiative (a collaborative project of ACPD, Creating Resources for Empowerment in Action [CREA] India, Mulabi - Espacio Latinoamericano de Sexualidades y Derechos, and others); Women Living Under Muslim Laws, Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights. 
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