CWGL at 12th session of Human Rights Council (September / October 2009)

In the first week of the UN Human Rights Council’s 12th session, CWGL’s new Executive Director Radhika Balakrishnan participated in a side event focused on the human rights implications of the financial crisis. Sponsored by The Center for Economic and Social Rights, ESCRNet and the Center for Concern, Radhika’s presentation highlighted the importance of using human rights norms to assess macroeconomic policies at global and national levels.
Cynthia Rothschild followed the annual session on gender integration, resolutions on traditional values and HIV, and the appointment of a new special rapporteur on cultural rights. We are very pleased to announce that the Council has appointed colleague Farida Shaheed, from Shirkat Gah in Pakistan, for this position.

The annual session on gender integration focused on the Universal Periodic Review, the process by which states review one another’s human rights records. As the Council procedures and agendas were developed in 2006 and 2007, CWGL had worked with allies to create and annualize this yearly session. Among other UPR related recommendations from the panel, speakers suggested the critical need to collect sex disaggregated data (as well as data that cuts across other social factors), to focus on implementation of the many proposals that have already been out forward in country reviews, as well as the setting aside of state resources to strengthen reporting on gender and related issues.

Cynthia delivered a CWGL statement to the Council on integrating gender into Council procedures and programming that was co sponsored by Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, Association for Women’s Rights in Development, International Women‘s Rights Action Watch- Asia Pacific, Women‘s International League for Peace and Freedom and Women Living Under Muslim Laws. The statement used a lens of UPR to focus on sexual and reproductive rights and health, experiences of women human rights defenders, the rights of people in marginalized groups, and the importance of integrating economic, social and cultural rights into gender analysis about human rights. To read the statement (add hyperlink).

As has come to be the case at the Council, controversy laid a foundation for most human rights discussions that transpired. Amidst the background of the Geneva release of a new UN report on Israel and Palestine and questions about the legitimacy of Honduras’ new government, NGO allies worked steadfastly against the adoption of a resolution put forward by Russia that promotes “traditional values”, and contains no references to ways in which culture, religion and “harmful traditional practices” can be used to deny women’s rights, in particular. The resolution passed on the last day of the session, after having been further diluted the day before through the elimination of references to conformity with international law.  The resolution calls for further work in this area by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
In more positive news, an HIV resolution passed with strengthened human rights language, despite efforts by some conservative states to remove references to the UN International Guidelines on HIV and Human Rights, and to add references to criminalization of HIV transmission. (To read the International Community of Women Living with HIV and AIDS (ICW) fact sheet on why criminalization of transmission can be harmful to women (hyperlink) http://www.icw.org/files/Final%20Fact%20Sheet%20June%202909.pdf
Colombian colleagues sponsored a sobering panel on attacks on human rights defenders, which revealed that the national government labels defenders as “terrorists” who operate “under the cloak of human rights”. They noted the targeting of journalists, union members, and LGBT and women human rights defenders, among others, in the brandishing of the term “terrorist”. 
Lastly, CWGL shared ideas about gender architecture reform with the NGO Committee on the Status of Women, which is planning the European Economic Commission’s NGO meeting on Beijing + 15, to be held in late October.

 

