Statement on Reforming the Gender Equality Architecture of the United Nations

(South Asia)

Women's groups from around the world including Nepal welcome the recommendations on strengthening the gender equality architecture of the UN in the report released November 9, 2006 by the Secretary-General's High-Level Panel for UN System-wide Coherence. We urge the UN Member States and the Government of Nepal to adopt these recommendations during the 61st session of the General Assembly and to set up a process to ensure their full and timely implementation. 
 

We support the Panel's proposal to establish an independent women-specific entity that will combine Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues (OSAGI), Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) and UNIFEM, have both normative and operational responsibilities, be better resourced, and be led by an Under-Secretary General (USG).  These recommendations are in line with what civil society, and in particular women's groups, have been calling for to enable governments and the UN system to better achieve their goals on gender equality, women's empowerment and human rights. We also urge that the entity retain the UNIFEM acronym as it is more widely known in all countries for its consistent work and crusade for gender equality.
We are pleased that the Panel adopted the recommendation for a USG to head the new entity, as it will guarantee organizational stature and a voice for women at the UN decision-making tables. We hope that the USG selected will represent the hopes, vision and experiences of women. Women's groups called for an open, transparent and global search for a candidate who has substantive expertise in gender equality and we are pleased that the report includes this recommendation.  We urge that civil society be consulted during this open search process.


The dual mandate of the new entity, which will include both policy and country-level functions, will strengthen the effectiveness of the gender mainstreaming work of other UN agencies, as well as advance women's rights directly. For this entity to function as a driving force throughout the UN system, and for it to better address women's experiences we urge that the entity have a strong programmatic focus with presence in every UN 
Country Team and is a member of the Executive Committee

A strong and well-resourced institutional accountability mechanism that enables women's participation and addresses women's rights in activities at the country level was one of the critical needs presented to the Coherence Panel.
 
The time to show support for a reformed and strengthened women's entity is now. Women's groups in Nepal and South Asia urge governments to demonstrate political will during the General Assembly by endorsing the Coherence Panel's recommendations on creating a stronger gender equality architecture at the UN, and by establishing and adhering to a process and time frame for implementation.
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15 November 2006

Prime Minister of Pakistan

Co Chair UN Coherence Panel

Your Excellency, 

Greetings from the Women of South Asia! 

We take this opportunity to extend our sincere gratitude to Your Excellency for your dynamic leadership and support in taking the voices of millions of South Asian Women before the United Nations. We greatly appreciate your valuable contribution in presenting the recommendations for an independent women’s entity with substantial resources and mandate in a restructured UN. We would like to congratulate you and through you the other panel members for their hard work and dedication which we are confident will pave the way for  significantly eliminating inequalities in all spheres: economic, civil, cultural, social and political. 

Women’s groups and allies in South Asia have expressed happiness that one of the Panel’s boldest recommendations is for an independent women’s agency that will strengthen the UN's capacity, leadership and resources for gender equality. They believe that this consolidated agency will provide a stronger voice for women at both the global and country level.

It is indeed heartening to know that the proposed women’s agency will consolidate three existing women’s units within the UN—Office of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), and the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)—and will be headed by a newly created Under-Secretary General. Many women’s organizations from South Asia have urged that this entity retain the UNIFEM acronym as it is more widely known in all countries for its consistent work and crusade for gender equality. We sincerely hope that the USG selected will represent the hopes, vision and experiences of women. Women's groups called for an open, transparent and global search for a candidate who has substantive expertise in gender equality and we are pleased that the report includes this recommendation.  We urge that civil society be consulted during this open search process.
  

The Coherence Panel’s recommendations with your leadership has we think signaled the importance of gender equality to the UN mission to fight poverty, provide humanitarian aid and protect the environment and to take decisive political action on behalf of women worldwide. We the women of South Asia recognize Your Excellency as an articulate and dynamic leader of the region. We have full confidence that Your Excellency will take up the leadership with other member states in demonstrating political will during the General Assembly by endorsing the Coherence Panel's recommendations on creating stronger gender equality architecture at the UN, and by establishing and adhering to a process and time frame for implementation.


Once again please accept our sincere gratitude for Your Excellency’s valuable support, guidance and leadership. 

With Warm Regards,
Bandana Rana (on behalf of all network partners) 

Regional coordinator, South Asia Campaign for Gender Equality
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