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Sunila Abeysekera 

Executive Director

INFORM, Human Rights Documentation Centre
Active since 1989, INFORM is a Sri Lankan human rights organization with a special focus on monitoring, documentation and networking.  It also functions as a library and documentation center for journalists, students and others seeking information regarding the human rights situation in Sri Lanka.


Sri Lankan activist for women's rights and human rights; Ms. Abeysekera has focused on minority rights, human rights in conflict situations and issues of intersectionality and diversity in rights.  She was one of five recipients of the UN Human Rights Prize in 1998, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Ms. Abeysekera is director of INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre, based in Colombo, Sri Lanka.  She is a member of the Women and Media Collective and the Women's Support Group of Sri Lanka.   Ms. Abeysekera is also a member of the  UNDP Civil Society Organizations Committee, founding member of South Asian Network of Gender Trainers and Activists and the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development.  She works in Sri Lanka and internationally as a trainer in conflict transformation and peace building, gender and human rights, is a writer and film critic, and is an author of several papers on women's rights, human rights and women's issues in conflict situations.

Lorena Aguilar Revelo 

Senior Advisor on Gender 

World Conservation Union (IUCN)
The World Conservation Union is an international organization with a mission to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable.

Lorena Aguilar Revelo was born in San José, Costa Rica and her efforts towards a sustainable and equitable human development include more than a decade of practical experience in public policy development and design and eight years in  integrating social justice and gender perspectives into the use and conservation of natural resources.  She is presently Senior Advisor of Gender at the World Conservation Union and is author of more than 20 books and other publications on gender and environment, environmental health and public policies involving equity. Among her attributes is her unmatched leadership capacity in the field of promoting equity in the environmental sector. Through her projects and initiatives a wide network of specialists providing technical assistance to more than 150 projects has been formed and more than 6,000 people have been trained using her methodologies. Ms. Aguilar has extensive experience in UN negotiations on environmental as well as sustainable development issues.

Charlotte Bunch
Founder and Executive Director

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership is an organization that develops and facilitates women’s leadership for women’s human rights and social justice worldwide.

Charlotte Bunch has been an activist, author and organizer in women’s and human rights movements for over three decades. Formerly a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies, and a founder of D.C. Women’s Liberation and Quest: A Feminist Quarterly, Ms. Bunch’s contributions to conceptualizing and organizing for human rights are widely recognized.  Her accomplishements include: recipient of the “Women Who Make a Difference Award” from the National Council for Research on Women (1996); inductee into the National Women’s Hall of Fame; selected by President Clinton as a recipient of the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights (1999); honored as one of “21 Leaders for the 21st Century” by Women’s E-news (2002). She has written numerous articles, edited and co-edited nine anthologies on women’s human rights, and has authored one collection of her own work. Bunch has been a consultant to United Nations bodies and is a Distinguished Professor in the Women’s and Gender Studies Department at Rutgers University.

Sonia Correa

Research Coordinator, Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

Development Alternatives with Women for  a New Era (DAWN)

Since 1984 DAWN has worked locally and globally to develop partnerships which strengthen women’s capacity to deal with issues arising from the impacts of globalization.

Sonia Correa is an architect by professional training, a leading feminist advocate and national political analyst in Brazil, a founder of SOS Corpo, an organization committed to reproductive health advocacy, and a veteran negotiator in UN conferences on women, reproductive health, HIV/AIDS and financing for development.  She is an associated researcher at ABIA (Associacao Brasileira Interdisciplinar de AIDS- Brazilian Interdisciplinary Association on AIDS) in Rio de Janeiro, and the co-chair of the International Working Group on Sexuality and Social Policy. 

Françoise Girard
UN Liaison
Development Alternatives with  Women for  a New Era (DAWN)

Françoise Girard is a well respected human rights lawyer.  She currently serves as the UN Liaison for Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN).  DAWN is a network of women scholars and activists from the economic South that has, since 1984, worked locally, regionally and globally to reform institutions and influence global policies on globalisation, trade, sexual and reproductive health and rights, sustainable livelihoods, democracy, political restructuring and social transformation. DAWN’s analysis and advocacy is grounded in women's experience and inspired by women's collective strategies and visions. 

The DAWN network today covers Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and the Pacific, and works in partnership with other global NGOs and networks. Françoise Girard has been closely involved via DAWN and the International Women’s Health Coalition in UN negotiations on women's rights, reproductive health and HIV/AIDS over the last six years, and has published numerous articles on these issues.

Bene Madunagu 

General Coordinator

Development Alternatives with Women for  a New Era (DAWN)
Bene Madunagu is a Professor of Botany at the University of Calabar in Nigeria and the founder and director of Girls Powers Initiative, a pathbreaking organization that has provided health information, mentoring and leadership training to pre-teen and teenage girls in Nigeria since 1994. Bene Madunagu is a grassroots activist campaigner for women's political, economic, social, sexual and reproductive rights, especially the rights of young women, and a human sexuality educator, trainer and consultant. She also has extensive experience in UN negotiations on these issues. 

Betty Murungi

Director 

Urgent Action Fund-Africa (UAF)

UAF’s goal in Africa is to join with local activists to help provide the tools that are needed to influence policy on behalf of women’s human rights.

A lawyer in private practice in Kenya for 17 years, Ms. Murungi was the chair of the Executive Committee of the Women's Caucus for Gender Justice for an International Criminal Court and is currently on the Board of Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice (WIGJ). She is a member of the Board of East African Centre for Constitutional Development and the Law Society of Kenya. Ms. Murungi is also a representative on the board of the Public Law Institute. Since 1998, Ms. Murungi has been a consultant and legal advisor to Rights & Democracy on gender-related crimes at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). In 2003, she was awarded the Kenya National Honour of the Moran of the Order of the Burning Spear for her work on human rights issues.
Zo Randriamaro

Madagascar

A gender and human rights activist from Madagascar, Ms. Randrianmaro is a sociologist by training and has served as an expert on gender, economic and trade issues for major international development organizations, including United Nations agencies and USAID.  She was the former Manager of the Gender and Economic Reforms in Africa (GERA) regional programme, and has recently joined the Board of Directors of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO). 

Gita Sen

Founding Member and Research Coordinator on the Political Economy of Globalization

Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN)
Since 1984, DAWN has worked locally and globally to develop partnerships that strengthen women’s capacity to deal with issues arising from the impacts of globalization

Gita Sen is Sir Ratan Tata Chair Professor at the Indian Institute of Management in Bangalore, and an Adjunct Professor at Harvard University. Her publications include pathbreaking work on gender and development across a variety of themes, including : Development, Crises, and Alternative Visions: Third World Women's Perspective ; and Population Policies Reconsidered: Health, Empowerment and Rights, and Gender Mainstreaming in Finance Ministries. As an internationally recognised feminist advocate, she has in-depth knowledge of global UN negotiations, is a veteran negotiator  on both governmental and NGO delegations, and is a recipient of the Volvo Environment Prize and honorary doctorates from the University of East Anglia, and the Karolinska Institute.

June Zeitlin 

Executive Director

Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO)
WEDO is an international organization that advocates for women’s equality in global policy. It seeks to empower women as decision makers to achieve economic, social and gender justice, a healthy, peaceful planet and human rights for all. 
June Zeitlin has been a women’s rights lawyer, social policy advocate and has worked in intergovernmental relations for over two decades.  Prior to joining WEDO in 1999, Ms. Zeitlin served in a variety of management, legal rights and public policy positions at the local and national levels. She was the director of intergovernmental relations for New York City’s Office of Management and Budget and the Human Resources Administration, a lawyer with the National Women’s Law Center, and the Director of the Office on Domestic Violence at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Ms. Zeitlin worked as a legislative assistant for former Congresswoman and WEDO co-founder Bella Abzug.  She began her career at Bedford-Stuyvesant Legal Services in Brooklyn, New York, and was also the President of the Legal Services Staff Association in New York City. She has a JD cum laude from New York University School of Law.
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