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-Lessons for 2005 and Beyond” 
48th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, New York, 2004 
Thursday, March 4, 3:15 PM to 4:30 PM

The Church Center (CCUN) at the corner of 44th and First Street

11th floor, Hardin Room

Sponsored by the International Alliance of Women

 Center for Women’s Global Leadership, FEMNET

UN OSAGI/DESA, and the Women’s Environment and Development Organization 

  ===========================================================================

Moderator: Soon-Young Yoon  (International Alliance of Women)

“Unity with diversity—lessons from the past”
 Charlotte Bunch (Executive Director, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, Rutger’s University, USA) 
Lessons from the human rights movement on how to create unity with diversity and bridge the divide between women in the North and South.

“Creating a united front—the women’s caucus”
June Zeitlin  (Director, Women’s Environment and Development Organization-WEDO)

Experiences of the women’s caucus in weaving together the constituencies of UN conferences such as the International Conference on Population and Development, the Fourth World Conference on Women, Habitat II  and the World Summit on Sustainable Development—an historical view.

“Building networks through new information technologies

—a view from Africa”
Mama Doumbia Koite  (Chairperson, African Women’s Development and Communications Network - FEMNET)

“Dos and Don’ts” on using new information technologies to break-down geographic barriers and help women’s organizations strengthen the ties between local, regional and international networks. 

“The World Interdisciplinary Congress on Women-2005”

Minister Chi Eun-hee (Minister for Gender Equality, Republic of Korea)

The World Interdisciplinary Congress on Women to be held in Korea (2005) will be one of the many global events celebrating achievements of the international women’s movements from the East/West and North/South.

“Emerging themes—a UN view ”

 Wariara Mbugua  (Principal Social Affairs Officer, United Nations OSAGI/DESA)

Two emerging themes need greater attention—the role of men and boys for gender equality and the role of youth; what the UN has learned from the past

and plans for the future.


Panelists 

Charlotte Bunch is the Founder and Executive Director of the Center for Women's Global Leadership at Rutger’s University. She has authored a collection of her work, Passionate Politics: Feminist Theory in Action, and co-authored Demanding Accountability: The Global Campaign and Vienna Tribunal for Women's Human Rights. Bunch's contributions to women's human rights have been recognized by her induction into the National Women's Hall of Fame in 1996,  the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights in 1999 and the "Women Who Make a Difference Award" from the National Council for Research on Women. 

Minister Chi Eun-hee is currently the Minister of Gender Equality in the Republic of Korea. A graduate of Korea’s Ewha Womans’ University, she served as advisor on the Presidential Committee on Women’s Affairs and as co-chairperson of the Korea Women’s Association United. She was awarded the Prime Minister’s Medal for her work in the recovery movement of unemployment in 1999 and a Distinguished Service Medal for grass-roots movements in 2002. A well-known Korean scholar as well as activist, she has contributed to books including “Feminine, Masculine and Humane” and “Women, Life and Politics.” 

Mama Doumbia Koite is Chairperson of the African Women’s Development and Communications Network as well as President of the Women Workers’ Committee of Mali. She coordinates an NGO dedicated to the promotion of women’s education, is a member of the executive coordinating committee of the Mali Women’s Associations, the National Committee of Culture and Peace and the National Committee Against Female Genital Mutilation. A lifelong activist for worker’s rights, she has published “The rights of Workers in Mali.” She is a recipient of the Mali National Merit Award. 
Wariara Mbugua is the Principal Social Affairs Officer in the UN Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues (OSAGI). Prior to her current appointment she worked with UNFPA where she held various positions including senior regional gender adviser in Southern Africa, Chief of Gender Issues and Senior Regional Programme Coordinator of the Africa Division. Before joining the United Nations Mbugua was a lecturer and a researcher at the University of Nairobi in Kenya, her native country. She has been actively involved with African NGOs concerned with women in business, reproductive health, research and training. 

Doris Mpoumou is the Gender and Governance Coordinator for the Women’s Environment and Development Organization. She has a Master's degree in linguistics from the University of Brazzaville. Prior to coming to WEDO, she worked with the International Rescue Committee as Deputy Program Coordinator of the Sexual Violence Program in Brazzaville where she was an initiator of Congolese law reform on sexual violence. Doris is currently coordinating the “Global 50/50 Campaign Get the Balance Right in Government”. She speaks six languages including French, Spanish and three Congolese languages of Kikongo, Lari and Linagala.

Soon-Young Yoon has worked for UNICEF and the WHO in the Southeast Asia offices. Her NGO activities include acting as one of the ECOSOC representatives for the International Alliance of Women. A former Fulbright scholar, she taught at Ewha Woman's University in Seoul. In 1995, she acted as UN Liaison for the NGO Forum on Women at the Beijing women's conference. She is co-editor with Dr Jonathan Samet of the WHO monograph, “Women and the Tobacco Epidemic” and is currently a consultant for the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids. 
June Zeitlin has served as the Executive Director of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) since 1999.  Prior to joining WEDO, she was at the Ford Foundation as Director of the Governance and Civil Society program and Deputy Director of the Rights and Social Justice Program and Director of the Gender and Institutional Change Project. She has distinguished herself in public service at the National Women’s Law Center, New York City government and at the US Department of Health, Education and Welfare. She was also a former assistant to the late Bella Abzug in Congress.  







