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The following statement from the North American sub region developed at the NGO forum reflects the fact that the participants present were primarily from the United States.
1. We call on the US to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action and the 30th anniversary of CEDAW. The US is the only country in the ECE region that has not ratified this international bill of rights for women. 
2. We are very pleased that the General Assembly adopted a resolution that supports the creation of a new gender entity on gender equality and women’s empowerment. In reference to the institutional mechanisms in the Beijing Platform for Action, we call on North America and ECE countries to support the launch of the new gender entity and the appointment of the USG by early 2010.

3. Governments must also demonstrate leadership in resourcing the new gender entity. In order to meet the funding goal of $1 billion, we urge that all governments in the region should triple their funding by next year and increase funding annually in subsequent years considering that the UN women’s agencies currently have a budget of approximately $221 million. 

4. Globally there must be a redirection of resources and reallocation of the way money is spent to reduce excessive military expenditures and control the availability of armaments.  
5. Given the financial crisis resources could be shifted to these other funding issues.
6. The financial crisis has disproportionately impacted poor and rural women. In order to address this issue effectively, economic stimulus money needs to be supportive of public sector positions, which will have long term impacts on social functions such as in health and education.
7. The US must include gender equality in all aspects of foreign assistance as well as overall increases in development assistance.

8. The US must support the ratification of Optional Protocol of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) for the establishment of a mechanism to access justice at an international level for people whose economic, social and cultural rights are violated. 
9. Finally, we call the North American governments to take action to achieve 50/50 participation of women in political decision making and on corporate boards.
10. We look forward to reviewing the United States questionnaire and working with them in preparation for the 2010 Commission on the Status of Women.
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